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148 HlSPANIA 

Miss Phipps has attempted to do for South America what (b) does for 
Mexico. If she has not succeeded as well, it is largely because the task is 
greater, covering so wide a field. The author's intention is "to supply con- 
versation and composition material for classes taught by the direct method," 
and with this in view the sentences are simple and often stilted, showing the 
handiwork of an American teacher rather than of a native. They are, how- 
ever, carefully written and free from grammatical errors. The book contains 
much valuable information, but does not arouse the same interest as the more 
spontaneous composition of (b). It is doubtful whether any "adapted" or 
"constructed" text can do this. As a handbook to aid the teacher in presenting 
South America to a class the book has great value, and is, perhaps, the best of 
its kind now available. While the style lacks variety, the- treatment of each 
country is concise and does not become tiresome. The author groups the coun- 
tries of South America under four heads: "La Costa Occidental" (Ecuador, 
Peru, Bolivia, Chile) ; "La Region del Rio de la Plata" (Argentina, Paraguay, 
Uruguay) ; "El Valle del Amazonas" (Brazil) ; "La Cuenca del Mar de las 
Antillas" (Venezuela, Colombia). The history and geography of each is out- 
lined, and in several cases separate chapters are devoted to certain products, 
as "El Cacao, la Industria Salitrera, la Hierba Mate, etc." 

Unlike (b), each chapter is followed by a rather lengthy "cuestionario," 
which may be of value to the teacher of the direct method who knows but 
little Spanish. Those who speak the langauge well — Should they teach the 
direct method if they do not? — will probably prefer to form their own ques- 
tions. In make-up the book is similar to (b). The maps and illustrations are 
good and help in holding the student's interest. 

The ignorance of Spanish America among present-day high-school grad- 
uates is amazing. Among answers given recently in a college freshman class 
were these : "Montevideo is the capital of Brazil," "I don ot know where 
Havana is." "Cuba is in South America." "Lake Titicaca is between the 
United States and Canada," "Bogota is the capital of London." Apparently 
geography is not taught in our public schools in these days. Miss Phipps's 
little book may be very profitably used in our Spanish classes to teach some 
of the things the student should have learned elsewhere. 

Charles A. Turrei.l 
University of Arizona 



Bosquejo Historico de la Literatura Chilena: Domingo Amunategui Solar. 

Santiago de Chile. Imprenta Universitaria. 1920. 8°. 669 pp. 

Dr. Domingo Amunategui Solar, Rector of the University of Chile, has 
recently had a limited number of reprints made of a series of studies pub- 
lished by him in the Revista Chilena de Historia y Geograffa. This limited 
edition is explained by the author's intention to publish another in Paris 
shortly. 

After the exhaustive study of the Colonial Literature of Chile by Jose 
Toribio Medina, a briefer treatment was needed for students who desired 
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an introductory study of that important period, and Dr. Amunategui's Bos- 
quejo . . . Periodo Colonial, 1918, met this need. The extension of the 
Bosque jo to a complete history of Chilean literature is not the .first in the 
field. As early as 1889 Augusto Orrego Luco commenced the publication of 
a Bosquejo del desarrollo intelectual de Chile, but before the printing had 
been completed the greater part of the book was lost and only scattered 
copies of the incomplete text now remain. In 1909 Benjamin Vicuna Suber- 
caseaux published a Memoria sobre la production intelectual de Chile. The 
following year Jorge Huneeus Gana brought out the Cuadro historico de la 
production intelectual de Chile, written as an introduction to the Biblioteca 
de Escritores de Chile. In 1918 Samuel A. Lillo published the brief study, 
Literatura Chilena, and in 1919 Olivio Carrasco included a summary of 
Chilean literature in his Letras Hispano-americanas. 

In the present Bosquejo Dr. Amunategui has rectified errors in preceding 
studies, included additional material and thrown the light of critical judg- 
ment upon the facts. Beginning with the historic newspaper, La Aurora de 
Chile, he traces the development of literature up to the end of the nineteenth 
century. Details of the authors' lives identify their personality and appre- 
ciations of their works establish their contribution to the progress of letters. 
The most extensive treatment is given to Vallejo, Lastarria, Bilbao, the 
Amunategui brothers, Barros Arana and Vicuna Mackenna although less 
prominent figures are not thereby obscured, most of them appearing in the 
chapters on the Instituto Nacional, the University of Chile, journalism, 
romanticism, memoirs, oratory, poetry, the drama and the novel. Of living 
men full discussion is devoted only to Alberto Blest Gana, whose long resi- 
dence abroad affords sufficient perspective for criticism. In the closing 
chapters the literary movements of the century are summarized, present 
tendencies discussed, and mention made of writers of today with their most 
important works. 

Undoubtedly the next edition will contain an alphabetical index without 
which ready reference is difficult. However, this cannot detract from the fact 
that the last work of Dr. Amunategui is one to commend itself to all students 
of Spanish and will prove indispensable to the study of Chilean literature. 

Sturgis E. Leavitt 
University of North Carolina 



